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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To improve automorphic property, anti-squeezing property, axial expansion 
resistance, strength in twisting direction and the like by providing flexibility in the direction 
orthogonal to an axis line required as flexible pipe of an endoscope. 

CONSTITUTION: A flexible body 40 as structural member of a flexible pipe 20a comprises 
a pipe 43 having numerous through holes 44. The through holes 44 are formed four per 
row in the direction orthogonal to the axis line of the pipe 42. Rows of the through holes 44 
are arranged in plurality almost over the entire length of the pipe 43 and the through holes 
44 of the adjacent rows are shifted by a half pitch so that the body 40 of the flexible pipe is 
made flexible in the direction orthogonal to the axis line. This constitution makes desired 
characteristics available in automorphic property, anti-squeezing property, axial expansion 
resistance, strength in twisting direction and the like. 
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